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From the Board

2020 has been a very challenging year, with the COVID pandemic affecting 
society and business more than any other event in recent history.  At CCGS 
our resilience was put to the test, and we quickly adapted to the immediate 
educational requirements and wellbeing of our students and staff as they 
were confined to their homes. In our fortunate corner of the world, our 
strong CCGS community worked together to keep our families and school 
thriving, adapting to changed conditions and supporting each other.

Strong leadership has been crucial during this period. I thank my Board 
colleagues for their tireless governance to position the school so strongly 
during this unsettling time. The education and care of our students has 
been at the core of all decisions made and the people making those 
decisions have been well informed and consulted widely.

I acknowledge the exemplary leadership of our Headmaster and Executive 
who have provided clarity whilst navigating uncertainty. As we steered our 
way through COVID-19, the school provided opportunities for regeneration 
and hope. Our teachers are the critical factor in student achievement 
and satisfaction and we are most grateful to our teaching staff for their 
unwavering dedication and support. 

During the remote learning period and transition back to the classroom, 
a number of Board members received very positive comments from 
parents, colleagues and the broader business community. This recognition 
of the responsiveness of our school, and in particular the excellence of our 
teachers and staff, has been overwhelming and a testament to our strength 
and spirit.

Whilst society is transforming around us, 35 years of CCGS operation offers 
enduring values and continuity. Congratulations to the group of school 
founders who came together to create a video about the early years of 
CCGS. It’s a worthy celebration of the extraordinary commitment, vision and 
determination of the small group of individuals who established our top 
rate school back in 1985.

We have much to look forward to as we approach 2021, with the opening 
of our newly built Junior School and the refurbishment of the current K-2 
facilities to house the new Senior College administration, Year 12 common 
room and study centre. CCGS is constantly evolving and enriching next 
generation learning, and we can all take immense pride in the way our 
school continues to advance. 

2020 has been a tough year. 2021 will offer its own challenges. Rest assured 
that CCGS has the quality and depth to navigate the future with optimism 
and excitement.

Stephen Brahams FAICD 
Chairman of the School Board
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From the Headmaster

Throughout this most unusual year, CCGS has been so much more than just a school. 
It has been a crucial place for social interaction and belonging while some other 
forms of community have faltered.

As I read our students’ reflections, it is clear just how much they missed their friends 
and teachers during remote learning. I see a deep appreciation of school life and 
the lengths staff have gone to so our students are offered as many opportunities as 
possible under the circumstances. I also see a fresh thankfulness for family life and 
empathy for what other family members are going through. 

Throughout it all, we’re so fortunate that our spacious campus has offered plenty 
of room for students to spread out, find their own place, space and time to be 
themselves.

In some ways our community has got to know each other at an even deeper level 
this year - seeing each other’s pets, yards and lounge rooms on Teams and Zoom. 
I’ve sensed a great deal of gratitude flowing both ways between families and staff. 
Working together in this trusted and inclusive space has strengthened our school.  

The wellbeing of students, families and staff has been an intense focus this year. The Middle School ‘We are OK’ day made sure everyone 
had fun connecting with and supporting those around them. It’s one of a host of initiatives, large and small, that have invited us to check in 
with each other and look out for each other. When we checked in with the class of 2019, we found a resilient, positive, adaptable spirit and a 
determination to make the very best of their first year out of school. Thoughtful and impactful Year 10 community service projects reached out 
to support others in need.

Athletics Carnivals have been a great opportunity to come together and cheer each other on. Banksia, the new House on the block, made 
its mark. Our House system is central to student wellbeing and our fifth House allows us to reduce numbers in House families and increase 
opportunities for student leadership.

Alongside our athletics record breakers we celebrate teams of both junior and senior students achieving at a national level, working 
collaboratively to investigate, analyse and tackle world problems like poverty, to create a better future. 

I thank our staff for tenaciously working through this difficult year. I particularly congratulate Ms Denise McDonough on her 45 years of teaching 
and 15 years serving CCGS families as Head of Senior College. On behalf of our entire community, I pass on our best wishes for her retirement.    
I also thank you, our families, for entrusting us with the education and care of your children through these turbulent times.

This year, in the face of adversity, we have found new ways for the school to pursue its mission with adaptability and resilience. Next year we 
look forward to the opening of our new junior and senior facilities, creating a next generation learning environment to inspire us all.

William Low 
Headmaster/Chief Executive Officer
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Living through a global   
pandemic
The COVID pandemic has impacted us all in some way - lockdowns, remote learning, border closures, limits on social gatherings, 
job security, the economy, the health of family and friends, restrictions on the things we love to do and so much more.

Despite all the challenges, students have adapted to the changes around them with resilience and positivity. We chatted with five 
students across the school to find out what life has been like for our young people.

Georgia Bowers, Year 11 
For me, this pandemic has altered the way I treat a lot of my social interactions. I have friends 
from all corners of the school with people above, below and within my year group, so the 
separation that has been placed between us all has been a little difficult. I’ve definitely seen 
friend groups alter around me and personally I’ve made connections with people I never 
thought I’d develop connections with – which I really appreciate.

I felt the loneliness of schooling from home with only my parents and younger brother to keep 
me company. I’m glad to be out of that environment and back into the one I love – school. 
Being around people again is a real boost to my academic motivation.

A major upside to lockdown, however, was the amount of spare time to reflect on myself and 
my environment. I felt strange bouts of inspiration at even stranger times – while unpacking 
the dishwasher, or eating lunch, or staring at the ceiling for the third consecutive hour – to 
write about anything and everything around me. Some of these have resulted in songs, 
poems, essays and drawings in my journals. I suppose this was my way of coping with and 
expressing the emotional oddities of lockdown and what we hear and see in the news.

I feel so much more conscious about the things I touch, how I clean, and where I stand around 
other people. It’s been hard going through school with so much doubt about whether or not 
activities will be on or not. The fluctuations between periods of normalcy versus shutting back 
down is so totally out of anyone’s control. I’m grateful that CCGS teachers, staff and my family 
have put so much effort into giving us as many opportunities as possible.

Lachlan Bayliss, Year 12
2020 is my HSC year so dealing with COVID has been particularly challenging, especially when 
we were in lockdown. Finding the motivation to study after six hours of online schooling was 
pretty hard!

I really missed seeing my friends, going to social gatherings and celebrating the milestones 
of 18th birthdays. Sport was also cancelled for a long time and that was hard as I play soccer 
semi-professionally.

During remote learning it was difficult to stay focused. After the first day of online learning I 
was ready to go back to being physically present at school. I really appreciate everything our 
teachers did for us.

When we went back to school, hygiene practices changed. We wipe our desks, there is hand 
sanitiser everywhere plus we have our temperatures taken every morning. This has become the 
new norm.

Originally, I planned to take a gap year after completing my HSC, but now because of all the 
travel restrictions I intend to start university next year and see where my professional soccer 
takes me. 
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Nicholas Moroney, Year 9
I found remote learning worked very well for some of my subjects like English but other 
subjects I found it harder. Although we were able to link up with teachers and our friends 
online, it was great to be back with people in person.

I really missed the Music department when we were in lockdown. They have such a wide 
range of equipment it felt weird being without it. Even when we returned to school many 
activities were limited or cancelled like the Senior School Musical and Performing Arts Tour to 
the UK. It was disappointing to not have these amazing opportunities.

Outside of school I teach karate to younger kids. During lockdown we had to transition to 
using Zoom which really changed the feel of the classes. It forced me to be creative on how I 
taught kids and kept them entertained. One lesson I pulled out a realistic Star Wars light saber 
and pretended to fight with them. When I went back to face to face classes it felt strange 
being back in person – you have to book into your class online, answer questions on how you 
are feeling, plus there are limits on the number of people that can train.

My hope for 2021 is that people who have had it really tough this year can start to rebuild 
their lives again.

Haadi Hasher Basheer, Kindergarten 
When I was at pre-school I thought big school would be normal but with COVID it was very 
different. I visited my family in India in March so when I went back to school I was asked to 
self isolate. Then we all had to do school online and this was so different from what I was 
thinking Kindergarten would be like.

The best thing about remote learning was roll call. This was when I could see my friends and 
teacher. I loved seeing their faces. But I really missed sitting with my friends, eating, chatting 
and playing at school. It is much more fun to learn at school than home.

During COVID we weren’t allowed to go shopping or go to any parks or playgrounds. We still 
can’t see our family back in India. My cousins in India are at home doing remote learning and 
they say it’s very boring to be inside for so long now.

I’m grateful that no one in our family has had COVID. I really hope that COVID goes away 
in 2021 so my friends and I can have a normal Year 1 and I can go to India to visit my 
grandparents and cousins.

Charlotte Bottell, Year 4
It’s been a very different year compared to others. One day I could see my friends, then the 
next I couldn’t. School work has also been different because we had to do work at home. I 
definitely prefer learning at school. It was hard not being with my teacher face to face and not 
seeing my friends - although my friends and I did FaceTime. I have two dogs so they would 
keep me company. I think they are a bit confused now because we are not at home as much 
as we were.

Going to the shops has been so crazy. Toilet paper was really scarce and now we have 

restrictions on the number of people that can go into a shop, restaurant or café. COVID has 
made a big difference to my dad’s job because he supplies food to restaurants and there have 

been lots of restrictions on restaurants and cafés. I’m really grateful that my parents still have 
their jobs. 

My hope for 2021 is for COVID to go away. We can have a big party and celebrate that 
COVID is all gone. I also want 2021 to be a year for all Australian animals to recover after the 
bushfires. I love Australian animals.
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Founded by a group of individuals who had the 
commitment, vision and determination to establish a top 
rate school on the Central Coast, many of the reasons the 
school was founded are the very same reasons that it  
exists today. 

The early values, pastoral care and community spirit live on, 
due to the success of our founders in building such a strong 
school community in those early years.

In a special 35 year celebration, some of the individuals 
significant in the school’s early history have come together to 
make a video that reflects on those founding years. 

Visit our history page www.ccgs.nsw.edu.au/about/
history to hear Len Chambers, Geoff Kewley, Richard Lornie 
OAM, Dr Judy Stokes and Dr John Irvine reminisce on the 
beginnings of CCGS. 

35 years 
of CCGS

A brief look at the history of CCGS

The school opens with Mr Ron 
Chambers as Headmaster.

1985

Mr Richard Lornie becomes 
the second Headmaster.

1987

The Erina Heights Hotel is 
purchased for Performing Arts 
(now called the Hall).

1995

Student numbers exceed 
1000 and CCGS is restructured 
to create Junior School (K-6), 
Middle School (7-9) and 
Senior College (10-12). 

2000

The Richard Lornie Centre 
(RLC) is opened. 

2002

Mr William Low becomes the 
third Headmaster.  
 
The all-weather multipurpose 
sports field is opened. 

2008
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Central Coast Grammar School is a 
relatively young school, however our 
proud history is extraordinarily rich.

Foundation Day 1985

The early values,

pastoral care and

community spirit 

live on.
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A new Library and lecture 
theatre is opened 

2010

Science is upgraded to 
provide state-of-the-art 
facilities including seven 
laboratories. 

2012

A new Performing Arts 
Centre featuring a 750 seat 
auditorium is opened. 

2014

Senior school English/
History/Geography B block is 
extensively refurbished.  

2018

Work begins on a new K-6 
Junior School facility. 

2019

A new House, Banksia, is 
added to complement the 
existing four houses.

2020

Jessica Dagger-Shaw (2003), twins James and Lucas (Year 1)
“Walking through the school grounds brought back wonderful memories of my time at CCGS. It was amazing seeing how much has changed since 
I finished Year 12 fifteen years ago, but also that there are still many familiar faces. The Library is very impressive, extending over two floors, as well 
as the new synthetic sports fields. I look forward to watching my boys grow and learn as they explore the new junior school facility next year and 
experience all CCGS has to offer with sporting and academic opportunities.”

Brooke Cummins (née Mann, 1994), daughter Maeve (Year 3) and son Jonah (Year 6)
“It’s a really different experience going through as a parent, the school has changed in so many incredible ways. There is a lovely nostalgia 
to see your own family (both my children and their cousins) have the same opportunities I did but on a much bigger scale, but also know 
that the heart of the school is still the same. From my experience as a student I always remember the campus and landscape so vividly and 
the kids are incredibly lucky to be surrounded by a wonderful green space that supports a holistic education.”
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   As CCGS celebrates its 35th year, many of our alumni have school aged children of their own.

For several of these alumni their own CCGS experience as a student is held in such high esteem, they’re choosing to send their children to CCGS 
too. As these alumni become parents (rather than students) in the CCGS community they get to experience CCGS all over again.

“There is a definite familiarity and sense 
of comfort that comes with having two 
of my children at CCGS. It’s wonderful to 
have them look forward to their days at 
school and come home to tell me that 
they played with each other, or helped 
each other in the playground, or to list the 
names of their cousins that they played 
with during recess or lunch. To run into 
their cousins in the carpark and watch all 

their little heads bob down the curly path 
together is endearing and wonderful. I feel 
privileged that they can foster these family 
relationships in a school setting alongside 
their other peers.

CCGS has seen a huge development in the 
grounds and facilities since I left school, 
such as the RLC and the new Performing 
Arts Centre with its auditorium, as well as 

the newly developed Library. I remember 
playing hockey on a lumpy grass oval 
riddled with divots and would have loved 
to play on the beautiful new synthetic turf 
that CCGS now boasts! There is so much 
anticipation surrounding the new junior 
school buildings opening next year – our 
children are extremely privileged to have 
access to such wonderful facilities and 
teaching staff.”

Georgina Bickmore (née King, 1999), children Amelia (Year 1), Madeleine (Kindy), 
Hugh (starting in 2022)
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Middle School say ‘We are OK!’
Tug of war, sack races, resilience talks and 
gratitude trees. These were just a few of 
the fun games and activities involved in the 
Middle School ‘We are OK’ day in September.

Mrs Jacki Lynch, Deputy Head of Middle 
School said, “2020 has been a challenging 
year and circumstances have made it even 
more important for us all to stay connected 
and support those around us.” 

“Despite these challenges, CCGS students 
have demonstrated resilience, compassion, 
respect and genuine care for others – a 
testament of our CCGS values.”

R U OK? Day, on 10 September, was a 
national day of action where Australians were 
reminded to check in on their family, friends 
and colleagues and ask meaningful questions 
to support their wellbeing.

‘We are OK’ day gave students an opportunity 
to celebrate, inspire and empower everyone - 
staff and students alike - to down tools, have 
some fun and meaningfully connect with and 
support those around them.

It was a huge shout out to the school 
community, that during these unprecedented 
times: 

• We are doing OK 
• We are strong 
• We are resilient 
• We are happy and  
• We are moving forward.

Mrs Lynch said, “Although the impact of 
COVID will be felt by many for years to come, 
there have also been positive outcomes 
which we should not overlook.  It is up to us 
to change ourselves and our systems so we 

can increase our sense of connectedness, 
innovation and gratitude.”

“When COVID comes to an end and we      
find our new normal, we hope to embrace  
this change as better human beings.”

Senior College students also shared their 
support for R U OK? Day reminding students 
of the importance of checking in with        
each other.

Posters were displayed around the school to 
show people what to say after R U OK? and to 
keep the conversation going when someone 
says they are not. Yellow ribbons and badges 
were handed out as a reminder to everyone to 
look after each other.

INNOVATIVE PROJECTS CREATE DEEPER CONNECTIONS

The year ended with the inaugural CCGS Project Based Learning week providing an opportunity for Middle School students 
and staff to collaborate and engage in innovative cross curricular projects, work with different teachers and students and 
build positive connections for student wellbeing. Students created digital music performances, environmental art projects, 
a community cookbook and more. Visit www.ccgs.nsw.edu.au and go behind the scenes. 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO

CELEBRATE, INSPIRE AND

EMPOWER.
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We chat with Olivia Stewart and Jack Quinlan, our CCGS Head 
Prefects for 2020/2021 and discover their hopes for stronger 
connections throughout the school community all the way from 
Kindergarten to Year 12.

What does the position of Head Prefect mean to you? 
Olivia: I know it’s a big role and a huge honour. I want to change       
the school for the better by bringing each of the three schools  
together more.

Jack: It’s an opportunity for us to have an impact on the school and 
leave a legacy behind. We want to look towards the future but also 
build on the foundations of the school so we can make a bigger impact.

What do you think makes a good role model? 
Olivia: I think being honest and open. I’ve learnt that from my 
father. He works nonstop for our family. I’ve watched his hard work, 
determination and drive. He’s been a great role model for me.

Jack: I think it’s easy for people to talk about leadership values, but 
you have to enact them in everything you do. That is a real role model. 
I’ve been so inspired by my grandfather and the values he has instilled 
in me. He has done so much to progress the field of computer science. 
His memory is amazing. We even use him as our own version of 
Google!

How do you hope to build connectedness in the school? 
Olivia: I’ve coached Year 6 boys basketball and now I’m coaching a 
Year 5 team. I love seeing the kids develop over time. It’s amazing to 

see them grow and change as they build their skills and confidence. 
I’d like to encourage more opportunities like this where older students 
can help out in the classroom or cocurricular activities. I’d also like to 
organise lunchtime activities for younger students or a buddy system 
that connects kids across each school.

Jack: We’ve talked about ideas we have to integrate House families 
more. We also want to create initiatives that allow older students to 
interact with younger kids and Middle School students. It might be 
helping out with next generation learners lessons, or at competitions 
or carnivals. There are lots of ways we can help develop stronger and 
more powerful dynamics in the school.

Looking forward to the end of Year 12 in 2021, how would you like 
to be remembered as Head Prefects? 
Olivia: I’d like people to say that we made a difference and brought 
the school closer together – particularly when we do not know what 
will happen with COVID. I’d like people to remember us as being 
approachable and honest.

Jack: I’d like us to have made such a positive impact that people will 
remember who we were - even in years to come.

Meet Head Prefects 2020/21

“I’D LIKE PEOPLE TO SAY

THAT WE MADE A DIFFERENCE

AND BROUGHT THE SCHOOL

CLOSER TOGETHER.”
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As a school community, Central Coast Grammar School has long been 
respected as a centre for excellence and inspiration.

Over the past five years we’ve worked tirelessly to continually refine our 
vision around the theme of Next Generation Teaching and Learning.

Enhanced digital literacy, student wellbeing, and an international focus 
sit alongside unmatched cocurricular choices and outstanding academic 
outcomes. 

We continually invest in teacher professional development and we are 
recognised for our leadership in the design and construction of dynamic 
learning environments.

New Junior School campus opening 2021
With less than two months to go, the new Junior School campus is set 
to become a world-class educational facility ready to accelerate the 
school’s dynamic and progressive vision for next generation learning. 

This exciting new campus brings together the very best in design for 
learning: sustainability, cutting edge technology, neighbourhood spaces, 
collaborative teaching and learning, and wellbeing.

Teachers have been sharing ideas, completing training and designing 
new ways of teaching and learning that will benefit students.

It’s been exciting watching the building take shape throughout 2020. 

We’ve watched with anticipation as the building has grown before 
our eyes. Now the Junior School we only ever dreamed of, is closer to 
becoming a reality.

Dynamic new Senior College centre
Senior students are also one step closer to inspiring new facilities. The 
redevelopment of the current classrooms and grounds to house the 
new Senior College administration, Year 12 common room and study 
centre will create a new home for Senior College in Term 2, 2021.

These works are part of the second stage of the school’s Master Plan to 
deliver first class next generation learning facilities across K to 12. 

New grandstand and amenities
The new, covered grandstand and amenities are due for completion in 
February 2021 in time for the summer sport season.

CCGS will be an exciting and dynamic place to learn in 2021.

An exciting future ahead

We are recognised for our leadership

in the design and construction of 

dynamic learning environments.
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It’s a long way from the back of a food truck in the early days to the 
online world of 2020.

June saw the launch of the CCGS Online Canteen making it quick, 
easy and secure for CCGS families and students to place their food 
orders. Families can set up an allowance, restrict food items and 
update food allergies as well as being able to top up accounts.

On the last day of Term 3 the online canteen celebrated its 10,000th 
order placed by Leila Woodcock from KW.  Over 1000 families have 
made the switch online with more than 16,000 orders placed so far.

CANTEEN GOES ONLINE FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING FINALISTS

STATE AND NATIONAL MATHS CHAMPS

Year 4 students took up the challenge of entering the ‘Investigating 
in Mathematics’ competition, run by the NSW Maths Association. 

The class analysed all Athletics Carnival results since 2012 to find 
out if runners are getting faster or slower. They also tested which 
Athletics Carnival hacks might make them go faster. 

Following their win at state level, entries from all over Australia 
were judged in the national competition. Online marks were collated 
and entries were awarded either 1st Place, Highly Commended or 
Participation Awards.

Congratulations Year 4 on your Highly Commended national award. 

A WHEELIE GOOD DAY

Combining a Science unit about forces with a History unit about 
transport, students in 1G celebrated the marvelous invention of 
wheels by being aboard them! 

After a series of exercises designed to encourage proper scooter 
use, safety and awareness of themselves and others, children were 
awarded a special Driver Licence.

Then they assembled in the RLC and navigated a fun obstacle course 
which included a roundabout, car wash and bumpy road. Children 
had to obey stop signs, traffic lights and watch out for kangaroos.

This fun activity brought learning about Science, History and wheels to life.

A CCGS first! The Future Problem Solving team reached the finals of 
this national competition that engages skills, brains, creative ideas 
and energy to address futuristic problem scenarios and come up 
with amazing solutions. 

Once the CCGS team had made it into the top 20% of submissions 
around Australia, they were formally invited to take part in the final round 
where the team were asked to look at the problem of Living in Poverty.

Congratulations to our FPS team for getting so far in this tough 
competition.
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The first year out of school can often throw up the unexpected, once bell times, class schedules and teachers no longer call the tune. But for 
the class of 2019, this first year out was particularly challenging as many had to radically rethink their plans in the pandemic environment.

They have shown incredible grit, determination, flexibility and positivity, and we’re proud of their accomplishments.  We spoke with past 
students Isabelle Bennett and Emerson Russell who share what 2020 has been like for them. 

Ten days after my final HSC exam I flew to travel South East Asia for two months, which was a life 
changing experience. 

I enjoyed some much-needed relaxation time after Year 12, which was the best schooling year of my     
life, but also one of the most stressful.

Since being back I finished my first semester at university. This has been an interesting experience. Rather 
than attending in person, all my lectures and assessments have been online due to COVID.

The biggest challenge has been adjusting to a new routine that is far more flexible than I was used          
to at school.

I was so used to getting up at the same time every morning and being at school at the same time every 
day. Classes were at set times and we would eat at set times too. Being out of school I’ve had to set these 
times myself, which has been hard to do as it takes more motivation than studying for my HSC exams. 

However, it has been great to have this feeling of independence and I’m definitely getting used to it.

How the Class of 2019 
coped with COVID
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For more on these stories and other 
news from the Class of 2019 visit 
www.ccgs.nsw.edu.au

Since finishing in 2019, I have been lucky enough to take a couple of incredible trips with friends and 
family, travelling to the US, Thailand and up the east coast of Australia, all squeezed in around travel 
restrictions! Motivated  by saving money for the gap year of my dreams, I worked five jobs. I did 
everything from waitressing, to scooping ice cream to working as a receptionist - even pizza delivery    
and dog walking! 

Fast forward to March. Lockdown began, and although I was fortunate to keep my job as a receptionist, 
I lost all my other work. It became increasingly clear that travel was not going to be an option for the 
foreseeable future. I have since started university, which has been a great decision for me. 

I am now studying a double degree at Australian National University in Canberra, doing a Bachelor of 
Science and a Bachelor of International Relations, living on campus and having an amazing time. 

The biggest challenge was coping with the disappointment of my failed gap year. After just two weeks 
backpacking in Thailand with my two best friends, I decided that I really wanted to save up some money 
and travel again as soon as I could. It was incredibly disappointing that my trip to China in April didn’t 
happen, and also later on when other travel plans became unrealistic. 

As someone who loves to have everything more or less planned out, it was difficult at times to handle the 
uncertainty of my future plans. I found it stressful to make decisions, given that it is almost impossible to 
know what the next few months, or even years, will look like given the pandemic!

Isabelle Bennett

Emerson Russell
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Year 5 student, Richard Choi’s love for English and spelling has 
helped him confidently secure the ICAS (International Competitions 
and Assessments for Schools) medal for spelling. This puts Richard 
in the top spelling position in the state of NSW! 

ICAS Assessments are designed to recognise academic excellence.
Students in over 20 countries around the world are assessed on 
their ability to apply classroom learning to new contexts using 
higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills. 

Being awarded a medal is a significant accomplishment. Well done 
Richard - you are a super speller!

SUPER SPELLER JAPANESE CONNECTIONS

International exchanges and overseas tours may have been 
restricted this year but keeping connections and bonds with our 
sister schools is ever important. 

Years 9 to 11 Japanese classes connected online with students from 
Ueda Nishi High School in Japan and practised their language skills. 
Students discussed how COVID has changed their lives as well as 
celebration plans for the end of the year. 

Mrs Clare MacLeod, International Programs Coordinator said, “This 
was a wonderful opportunity for our Japanese language students 
to connect with our partner school especially considering that 
international travel is not possible.”

COMMUNITY SERVICE IN ACTION

At CCGS an important trait of leadership is serving others. The 
leadership culture at the school connects and supports students to  
give back to the school and the wider community. 

The Year 10 Community Service Award challenges students            
to choose a change initiative or project where they can make          
a difference. 

This year, with limited opportunities to volunteer in person, due to 
COVID restrictions, students needed to think outside the box.

One group of students ran a virtual fundraiser growing and styling 
their hair into mullets to support the Black Dog Institute. Others 
chose to raise awareness for the work of Youth off the Streets by 
using the schools’ social media platform to share the frightening 
statistics of youth homelessness and abuse. 

Others became citizen scientists from the comfort of their living 
rooms spending 45 minutes each week recording the behaviour of 
critically endangered bird species using nest cameras.

A love for animals was also a strong community service theme   
with students donating supplies and making toys for local       
animal shelters.

Compassion and care for those who are struggling or experiencing 
difficulties underpinned the desire to help those in the community 
going through tough times. Students gathered needed supplies 
for a local charity supporting young mothers and one group of 
students handstitched 80 small felt hearts and wrote handwritten 
letters to distribute to people experiencing loneliness or grief.
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NAIDOC WEEK CELEBRATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION ACROSS CAMPUS

This year’s NAIDOC theme, ‘Always was, always will be’ recognised 
that First Nations people have occupied and cared for this 
continent for over 65,000 years. The Junior School held a full 
week of celebrations with classes across the school taking part.

There were special artworks and stories created using Aboriginal 
symbols, a deep look into incredible Aboriginal books and 
literature, incursions held by Sydney Live Museum to investigate 
the past, the Great Book Swap to support the Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation, and a traditional smoking ceremony conducted by 
Aboriginal elder Mrs Tammy Wright.

One of the highlights of the week was the creation of Aboriginal 
totems created by K to 4 students. These collaborative works 

highlighted respect for Aboriginal culture and a spirit of working 
together to create something very beautiful. Each year group 
joined together to build their own Aboriginal totem using native 
flora and fauna. 

Students made snake, stingray, wallaby, goanna and turtle totems 
and demonstrated respect for both culture and art by looking at, 
but not touching the artworks created by other students. Students 
felt very proud of their work together.

Mrs Maya Leith, ESL teacher said, “Many teachers reported so 
positively on their students’ engagement. There is a real sense 
that students are increasing their knowledge of and respect for 
Indigenous language, culture, history, arts and geography.” 

Students from Years 5 to 12 have joined together with dedicated 
staff to form the CCGS Environmental Action Group.

The group aims to reduce the school’s environmental footprint and 
create environmentally conscious global citizens.

Students have worked hard to implement paper recycling 
throughout classrooms in the Junior School and administration 
offices as well as new Envirobank bins across the school grounds.

The Envirobank bins are an initiative originally spearheaded by 
Head Prefects (2019/20) Robert Bacon and Taylem Barnard. The 
aim is to encourage everyone to recycle plastic bottles, cans and 
juice/milk cartons as part of a 10c refund scheme.

Giving students an opportunity to actively participate in decision 
making at school is an important part of the CCGS wellbeing 
framework. 

Over 400 students voted on which charities they wanted to receive 
the 10c per recyclable item, choosing WIRES (protecting native 
wildlife) and Take 3 for the Sea (stopping plastic pollution).

Mr Matt Porter, Deputy Head of Senior College said, “Voting for the 
charity of their choice gave students an opportunity to help make 
decisions for the school. We want students to have their say and 
show them we value their views.”
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Record Breaking 
School Carnivals

Like many sporting events around the country, 
our Athletics Carnivals took a different form 
this year due to restrictions. These included 
limited or no parent spectators, COVID 
marshalls, hand sanitiser, students separated 
by cohort not House and three separate 
events: Prep (3-6), Middle (7 to 9) and Senior 
(10 to 12).

Nevertheless, House spirit, sportsmanship 
and smiles were as strong as ever. Students of 
all abilities and strengths had a ‘give it a go’ 
attitude across all events.

The Athletics Carnivals were more than just 
sporting events. In these challenging times, 
they provided an opportunity for students to 
demonstrate the school’s values, build House 
spirit and come together with their peers.

Record breakers across the age groups were 
also celebrated.

Junior School
• Hamish Shorter (Age 8 - Nicholii) tied with 

Elliot Dittes’ 1991 record in the High Jump, 
catapulting 1.06m high!

• Samuel King (Age 8 - Ironbark) broke Billy 
Carpenter’s 2019 record in the 800 metres, 
shaving 2 seconds off the previous time of 
2.53.23 - the new record now sits at 2.51.14.

• Corissa Fitzgerald (Age 9 - Grevillea) broke 
Lauren Burgess’ 2005 record in Discus, 
throwing 16.07m (previous record 15.31m).

• Charles Mogg (Age 12 - Nicholii) beat the 
Javelin record held all the way back in 
1986 by Kieran Lloyd (26.30m). The new 
distance is now 26.35m.

Middle School
• Erica Harris (Age 12 - Ironbark) - Discus 

- new record of 20.0m breaking the 1996 
record by Amanda Barrett (19.76m).

• Samantha Cameron (Age 13 - Grevillea) 
- High Jump - holds the record of 1.50m 
with Jess Stone.

• Jess Stone (Age 14 - Ironbark) - High Jump 
- new record of 1.51m previously held by 
Hannah Smith in 2003 (1.50m).

• Ava Simos (Age 14 - Grevillea) - 100 Metres 
- broke Elena Khoury’s 2015 record of 12.95 
with a new record of 12.76.

Senior College
• Taylem Barnard (Age 18 - Nicholii) - Discus 

- new record of 29.19m breaking Catherine 
Kelman’s record back in 1987 of 27.75m.

Mr Paul Geddes, Director of Sport said, “I 
continue to be blown away by the enthusiasm 
shown by our students. Everyone is ready 
and eager to give things a go and this helps 
develop more confidence as students progress 
through their years here.”

“I was so happy for the students, that we were 
able to run these events this year with all that 
is going on. The smiles on their faces were 
wonderful to see.”

 “I was so happy for the students, that

 we were able to run these events this

 year with all that is going on.”
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A new House on the block

Chants, colours, House spirit. There’s no doubt, 
the CCGS House system is central to student 
wellbeing. Whether you’re a current or past 
student your allegiance to your House remains 
strong. It’s central to your own family life too, 
with family members - past and present - 
joining the same House and parents rooting for 
their child’s House on every occasion.

The House system builds connections, creates 
opportunities to lead - plus there’s always 
healthy rivalry during sport carnivals or public 
speaking competitions.

In 2020, we welcomed the introduction of 
a fifth House, Banksia – represented by the 
colour orange.

Mr Nathan Hall, Head of Banksia said, “Over 
the past few years, there has been a positive 
and growing focus on wellbeing within the 
House system. The fifth house, Banksia, will 
reduce numbers in House families, allowing 
tutors to get to know all their students better 
and also increase opportunities for student 
leadership within the House group.”

It’s a positive move for everyone and one that 
has been whole heartedly embraced by staff 
and students alike. 

As the orange machine starts to make a 
name for itself - already winning the House 

Spirit Cup for 2020 in Junior School - we take 
a moment to step back in time and look at      
the growth of the CCGS House system over 
the years.

The Houses have been in place since the 
foundation days. However, the first House 
names made public in the Gosford Star on 
19 September 1984 were Ironbark, Wattle, 
Banksia and Nicholii. ‘Wattle’ was the original 
name for the Acacia House but, as it wasn’t 
the botanical name, the latter was adopted. By 
the end of 1985, Acacia, Grevillea, Ironbark and 
Nicholii were adopted. 

After a few years, the four House colours were 
introduced allowing the PE staff to instantly 
have four teams for competitions. 

As the school population was much smaller 
(only 185 students in 1985) all year levels, from 
Kindergarten to Year 12, were present at House 
family meetings. Those meetings were held 
in a single classroom which created a close 
camaraderie between the students - much like 
the House family meetings today.

In 1988 House family luncheons started where 
all students and staff brought in food to share. 
One teacher used to take his House family 
to light fires and roast potatoes. The practice 
of food sharing and luncheons had to be 
discontinued due to food poisoning concerns. 

The end of the school year was marked by a 
gala day called House Celebration Day. 

Activities like a beach walk-a-thon were 
organised to raise money for charity and all 
the Houses took part, with the winning House 
receiving special privileges, such as a trip 
to Forresters Beach Waterslides. Today this 
tradition continues with the winning House 
taking a trip to the movies – no mean feat for 
teachers organising hundreds of students from 
K to 12 over to Erina Fair!

In the early days, students of each House 
were led by one male and one female House 
Captain. In 2005, Junior House Captain 
roles were introduced providing additional 
leadership opportunities for younger students.

Pastoral care was, and continues to be, closely 
associated with the House system along with 
providing the basis for intra-school sporting 
and cultural activities. Our House system is a 
key part of the school’s caring environment 
and it’s exciting to see the House system 
growing stronger with the addition of Banksia.

The introduction of a fifth house, Banksia, is a significant moment in the school’s history, 
helping cement wellbeing across the school.

 It’s a positive move for everyone and

 one that has been whole heartedly

 embraced by staff and students alike.
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45 years of service

You’ve been at CCGS since 2006, and 
teaching since 1975. in your opinion what 
has changed the most in education and 
what remains the same?  
Many obvious changes in education have been 

researched and implemented throughout my 

years of teaching, to best respond to societal 

expectations, technology advancements, 

economic imperatives and government 

accountabilities. I’ve also witnessed the 

cyclical nature of educational trends. When 

I was first teaching in the 70’s in the U.S. 

open-classroom structures and the return to 

basics (3 R’s), “the new” Maths, all seemed 

creative and exciting. Now our new Junior 

School design is in the forefront of current 

thinking in education with open creative and 

collaborative spaces. Ways to best help young 

people learn have been reimagined time 

and time again as our young people’s needs 

evolve with each new generation. 

For me there has always been the same 

common thread – strong, supportive 

relationships mixed with clear and challenging 

expectations. No matter what new pedagogy 

is researched it seems to always acknowledge 

and value this same basic premise - teachers 

whose passion can inspire and build trust and 

energy. Strong and positive relationships with 

parents and surrounding communities will 

always play an essential role in the learning 

experiences of young people.  

The more things change the more they 

stay the same. We always celebrate the 

achievements of all our students. 

What do you think makes a successful 
student?  
An open mind and the trust to be guided in 
their learning. Willingness to take measured 
risks and to make mistakes. Strong friendships 
and community involvement in sport, music 
and other interests contribute to a strong 
character and good values. 

What’s one lesson you’ve learnt from CCGS 
students?   
The immense power of kindness and 
openness. I am always so moved by the trust 
students show especially when I’m trying to 
help either academically or emotionally. 

What has been the highlight of your CCGS days?   
I love the pace and the variety in my role at 
CCGS. As Head of Senior College, I have had 
the ability to influence learning perspectives, 
future directions and study pathways, apply 
the power of effective goal setting, help when 
there are tears – just to list a few. I’ve enjoyed 
professionally guiding teachers to expand 
their perspective and contribute to the ‘whole’ 
student as well as their subject area.  

At CCGS we are always learning and striving 
for continuous growth and efficiencies.  The 
most significant highlight has been working 
with amazing staff, students and families. 

What advice do you have for those just 
starting out in the education industry?  
Strike a balance between work, study 
and personal priorities. Collaborate and 
understand the strength of working in teams. 
Keep the long term, big picture in mind and 
never waiver from your purpose. 

You’ve shared some pearls of wisdom over 
the years with your students, what is one 
final piece of advice you’d like to pass on? 
Even though my often used quote about 

‘shooting for the moon’ can be considered 

‘cheesy’ and the Physics students of past years 

have taken great delight in highlighting the 

flaws in this concept, the underlying message 

remains true. Aim high, never underestimate 

yourself or your capabilities. Learn from your 

mistakes. Always hold your friendships dear 

and seize every opportunity that comes your way. 

What will you miss most about CCGS?  
I will miss the daily challenges and hectic 

variety of the Senior College and relating 

to the senior students. I have had amazing 

support from the staff over the years. The 

loyalty and consistent goodwill of the Senior 

College House Coordinators and Dean of 

Senior Studies have been unwavering.  

What does the ‘next chapter’ hold for you?  
Firstly, I am looking forward to a real rest 

but I know that won’t last long before I 

start looking for some new challenges. I do 

love learning so studying might be in my 

future and perhaps I will complete the PHD 

that I started a number of years ago. My 

photography dabbling has been an interest 

since I received my first SLR camera as my 

high school graduation gift. I may need to 

finally get serious about it! Travel, of course, 

is always on a retiree’s agenda but with 

the current situation I may have to stay on 

the Central Coast to practise the craft of        

picture taking.

Farewell Ms Denise McDonough, Head of Senior College

“I am always so moved by the 

trust students show especially

when I’m trying to help either

academically or emotionally.”
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Meet Imogen Hogan 
(2007)

You graduated in 2007, what have you been doing since leaving 
CCGS? 
I deferred university, took a gap year after Year 12 and ended up 
working in Yulara (Uluru) and islands up in far North Queensland 
for six months. I saved up and travelled around Europe and Asia 
and then moved to Sydney in 2009 to study a combined Law and 
Communication degree at UTS which took five years full time. During 
my time at UTS, I travelled to the Netherlands and studied International 
Criminal Law at Leiden University working on matters at the 
International Criminal Court.

Whilst studying I worked as a researcher at Forbes Chambers for Senior 
Counsel and volunteered at the Redfern Legal Centre. After graduation 
and being admitted as a lawyer, I worked as the Associate to Justice 
Hamill at the Supreme Court. During that time, I also studied a Masters 
in International Law at UNSW part-time.

I’m now working at the Aboriginal Legal Service advocating for 
disadvantaged First Nations people across New South Wales. I am 
currently a Trial Advocate based in Dubbo appearing in courts from 
Lightning Ridge to the north, Wagga Wagga to the south and Broken 
Hill to the west. 

Why law? 
My time at CCGS really influenced my choice of career. I enjoyed 
participating in Debating, Public Speaking and Amnesty International. 
I developed a strong interest in social justice and a passion for writing 
and public speaking which was fostered by my fantastic English teacher,  
Mrs Henshaw. I think she had to put up with me for five of the six years 
of High School! Law, and criminal law in particular, is all of the things I 
loved and learned at CCGS put into practice. 

What’s the hardest thing about your work? 
The clients I am representing are often going through the toughest 
and most stressful time of their lives. Tensions are constantly high, and 

you have to work hard to not take it on. Often people charged with 
criminal offences have grown up without the advantages CCGS students 
enjoy. I represented an 11-year-old child who had no one looking out 
for him and was committing offences just so he could go into juvenile 
detention where he would be fed and have a bed. Days like that are 
heartbreaking.

What drives you to go to work and give it your best each day? 
I really enjoy helping my clients by telling their story in court. Often my 
clients are the unheard and forgotten members of our society and I 
enjoy putting their background into words. I love persuading the bench 
to accept my submissions and change their mind. 

How has the recent COVID pandemic changed your industry? 
The COVID pandemic has had a huge impact on the criminal justice 
system. The legal profession is very old school and the pandemic has 
really pushed the courts into the 21st century. Prior to March 2020, 
the criminal courts did everything in person. We are now using AVL 
video conferencing to meet clients from gaol and to appear in court 
from home. I do have concerns that the AVL appearances could detract 
from the humanity of the sentencing exercise. Sometimes it seems like 
judicial officers may find it easier to send someone to gaol for a longer 
amount of time if they are a figure on a screen as opposed to a person 
sitting in front of them. All in all, it has been a big shake up and it will be 
interesting to see if the courts continue to embrace technology once the 
pandemic is over.

What advice you would give your former high school self? 
Make sure you are the hardest worker in the room, be friendly to 
everyone and most importantly be yourself. Also, try to stress less!

Passionate about the law, social justice,

writing and public speaking, Imogen now

represents and gives a voice to those

most disadvantaged in our community.
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IN MEMORIUM - NORMAN COSTELLO 

Past CCGS Board Member (1992-1996), Norman Costello passed away in August 2020 at the age of 85 after battling 
dementia for over two years. 

Norman was one of the foundation parents of the school, held the position of P&F President (1986-1988), was a P&F Life 
member, and was very active during the first years of the school including the Country Fair.

Our thoughts are with Norman’s sons, Stephen (1987) and Matthew (1989) and daughter-in-law Karen, née Adams (1990).

DAVID BARROW (2003)

CCGS alumni David Barrow is so passionate about 
the common good and using his education, skills and 
privilege to make society a better place that he made 
community organising his vocation.

He is the Lead Organiser of Sydney Alliance, an 
organisation that brings together churches, mosques, 
synagogues, charities, migrant groups and unions to act 
together for the common good for Sydney. He supports 
people from all walks of life to have the confidence to 
gain wins for their local community.

BRYCE MULLENS (2014) 

CCGS alumni Bryce Mullens is a PhD candidate at 
the University of Sydney, working in the School of 
Chemistry’s Functional Energy Materials division. 

After spending time in rural New South Wales, he began 
focusing on developing renewable energy, sustainable 
processing, and ways to transition Australia to a 
carbon-neutral economy. His current research concerns 
engineering different types of battery materials and 
solar panels to increase efficiency and recyclability, 
as well as making them more widely accessible for 
Australia’s rural farming communities.

ALUMNI NEWS

Want to be in the know with the latest alumni news? Visit the news page at ccgs.nsw.edu.au for more alumni stories.
If you’re a CCGS alumni contact Jacqui Raadsma on alumni@ccgs.nsw.edu.au to share your alumni news. You can also visit 
our alumni page at ccgs.nsw.edu.au to update your details today and sign up to our alumni newsletter.
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